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events. Thus it necessarily holds that hormic activity
can be exhibited only by organisms or natural entities
that have a certain complexity of organisation, such
entities as have been traditionally called monads. And
it inclines to the view that the simplest form under which
such monads appear to us as sensible phenomena is that
of the single living cell. The theory does not seek to explain
the genesis of such complex organisations by the coming
together of simpler entities. It inclines to regard any
attempt at such a genetic account (such, for example, as
has been attempted by various exponents of emergent
evolution) as inevitably fruitless : for it regards with
extreme scepticism the common assumption that every
thing and event can in principle be analysed into some
complex of ultimately simple things and events ; and it is
especially sceptical of the emergentists' assumption that a
conjunction of purely mechanistic events can result in the
emergence of teleological events.1

The theory is ready to welcome and accept any
evidence which physical science can furnish of hormic
activity, however lowly, in the inorganic sphere, and is
ready to use such evidence to build a bridge between the
organic and the inorganic realms ; but it is content to
await the verdict of the physicists, confident that its own
facts and formulations will stand fast whether that verdict
prove to be positive or negative. In short, the hormic
theory holds that where there is life there is mind ; and
that, if there has been continuity of evolution of the
organic from the inorganic, there must have been some-
thing of mind, some trace of mental nature and activity
in the inorganic from which such emergence took place.

The Adequacy of the Hormic Theory

The question arises:   Is the hormic theory as here

stated adequate to the interpretation of all forms of animal

and human activity ?   And the question takes two forms :

First, can the hormic theory be carried over from psychol-
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